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March @, 2003

Sarah Brown, Treasurer
Ohin State Central & Executive Committes
211 5. Fifth Skeet
Respopse Do Tt
Coluntbus, OH 432315 A.prgl 8, Iﬂ-ﬂ;

[dentifcation Nuwber: 00162330
Reference: 12 Dy Pre-General Repod {10701A04-19/13/04)
Dear dMs. Boown.

This Jetier is prompted by e Comumission's prelimingy review of the TepoTis)
referenced ahovs, This notice requests nformation essential to full public dsciosure of
your faders] election campaigs fingnees. An adeguate response must be recelved at
ihe Clommission by the response daie eoted above, An lismization of the i manon
neaded follows.

Commission Regulatioms requirc that a comisines disclose the
identification of all individuals whe coniritate o excess of 3200 in a
calendar vear. {31 CFR §104,3{a)4)(i}) Idemification for an individual i3
defined as the full mame, mailing address, occupation and neme of
emplover. {11 CFR §100.12} Your report discloses coniribations frow
individusls for which the identification is nol complete.

You must provide the mizssing information, ot if you awe unable 1o da a0,
vou mist demenstrate thay “best effors” have been need fo obtemn the
information, To establish “best efforts,” wou must provide the
Cormmission with a detaited description of your procedures for requesting
ihe [nformation. Estahiishing “best efforts™ 42 a three-fold process.

Firsl, your original soliciation must includs 4 clear and comspacuous
request for the contributor information and mat inform the ¢oneribrtor of
the requirements of fuderal Taw for the Tepotting of such informatien. (11
CFR §104. 76} 1))

Qecond, iF the information is not provided, you must make cue follow-up,
craad alone efforl to obtain tiis informatios, regardiess of whether the
contibution{s) was solicited or not. This effort must ocour mo later than 20
duys after recsipi of the conlribution and may be in the form of o wrllen
request or at oral request documented in writing. (11 CFR § 104. 70323}
The request tnust:
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» clearly ask for the missing information, withont soliciting a
et btion;

v inform the coattfbutor of the requirements of federal law {or the
reporting of such informustion, and

o if the request is woidten, noiude a pre-addressed post card or raiurn
envelope,

Third, if vou receive contvibutor informadon afier the conbributionds) e
been reported, you shall either &) file with your next regularly scheduled
report, an smendad meme Scheduie A listing alf the contiibutions for which
additional information wes received; or b} file on o hefore your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments o the reportis) origisally
disclosing the contribudon(s}, {11 CFR §104. 704}

Please provide the missing information or a detesled description of your
procedures for tequesting the information.  For swore mformation on
demoustrating “best effors,” please refer to the Campaign Tuide.

Schednle B supporting Line 30(b) of your repotl discloses a payment(s)
for “Absentee Ballot Request Postage”, “Absentee Chase Mail”, “Absentee
Literatire Stamps”, “GOTV Mail Piece”, “GOTV Posteands”, "Tostage fryr
Absentze Baflots”, “Postage for Absentes Reactives, “Printing of
Absentec Reactive”, “Target County Fhone Bank DELT and “Tavgewed
Crty Phone Baaok™ which Is categorized as Feders! Flection Activiy and
therafore, may require the disclosure of the candidate(s) this sctivity should
be utiributed to. FExpendimres and disbursements for pubhe
conmunications that refer to a clearly identificd candidate for Federal
office and that promate, support, atteck or oppose any candidad: for Federal
office, meet the definition of Federal Flecton Activity wmder 11 CFR
§100.24 snd should be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b} along wth
the ideniity of the candidate(s).

Further, please be advised that public conumunications that meet the
definition of Federal Election Activity apd thal also contain express
advoeany es defined nnder 11 CFR §100.22, but de not meet the conditions
of exempl activity, would constitute an  In-kind contribution,  an
independent expeaditure or & coordinated pary expendihire and should be
properdy disclosed en a Schedule 8, B or ¥ supportisg Lines 23, 24 or 23,
as appropriate rather then on Schedule B for Lime 3L} Please amand
your teport to properly diselese this ectivity or provide clanfying
nfermation.
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-Scheduie B supportng Line 30¢0) of your raport discloses o peaymient(s)
for “Sportsman Palm Card-Exenup”, “Walking Ficce-Exempt”, “Yard
Signs-Foeempt” and “72 Hr Violunteer Postoards-Exempt” which appears o
meet the definition of Federal Elechon detivity CFEA™) and may also meet
the comditicns of excmpt party activiey as detined under 1 CFR £3 140,50,
100,87, 100,59 md i1 CFR §§100.340, 100,147 and i00.145%. Please be
sdvizad that activity which simultanecusly constitutes both exempl actvity

If this spparent exempt activiyy reprssemts Get-ont-the-vole achvity
couducted in commection with an elestion o which one or more candidates
for Fedeml office appesr om the ballot, i is considered to be Poderal
Tlection Actvity, If this appamnt exempt activity represents Voler
Registration activity during the period thet beging on the date that i 120
calendat days before the dete that a regularly scheduled Federal election is
held and ends on the date of the electiom, it s congidered to be Federsl
Election Activity. 11 CFR §10{.24

If this appervent exerapt activity is s public communication(s) {as defmed
under 11 CFR §100.26) thai refers to a clearly enfified candidate for
Tederal office and prometes, suppots, attacks or opposes any candidate for
Federal office, it meets the definifion of Federal Election Activity under 3]
CFR $100.24 and should be disclosed on Schedule B for Line 3(b) along
with the identity of the candidatefal.

Further, public communications that meet the definition of Foderal Election
Activity angd that also cemesin express sdvocecy as defined vader 11 CER
§100.22, but do mot meet the conditions of exemipt activity, wonld
constitute on in-kind contribution, an mdependent expendimcs or a
coordinated party expenditure snd showld be properly disclosed on a
Sehedile B, B o F supporting Linss 23, 24 or 23, as appropriate, wather
than on Schedule B for Line 3Hb).

Pleass amend your report 1a clarify (1} whether the activiny disclosed mieets
the condirions of exetupt party activity and {7) the type of FEA this activity
represents of provide clarifving nformation as to why it does not meet the
definition of FFA. It addition, please properly disclose this activity i
TeCasEArY,

Lehedule A supporting Line 17 discloses & trapsfer(si-in from dhe
Renublican Madonal Committes Scheduic B supportiog Ling 30(b} reflects |
payments for “Volunteer Shirs-Exempt” end “Walking Plece-Exempt”,
Please be advised that 2 state or Iocal parly committee may pay for




25038751704

OHIO STATE CENTRAL & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEER
Page 4

campaign materials (such as pins, posters, bumper stickers end yard signs)
that ar= Jistributed by velunicers in conpection with scbvity on behalf of
the party’s nominess in a general electton, Payments for this ppe of
activity ave exempt from the defimtiion of a contribution or expenditure if
certain comditions are met. The conditions are thet no pubbic adveriiaing
may be used, including distibution hy direet mail (mmlings by 2
cormmersial vendor or from commereiat lists): all funds used for the activity
must be permitted under the Ast; none of the funds vsed may have boen
designated for a particular candidate; and finally, pavinents for the activity
mey not be made from trmnsfers-in from the naticnel commities to
specifically fimd the sctivity. For further guidance, please refer fo 11 CFR
85102,87 and 100,147 and to the Campaign Guide for Party Commitiess,

Flease clarify the natere of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement(s). ¥f the activity disclosed on your
repott does not meet the definitien of “exempt” activity as descnibed ghove
and iF any portinn of e expenditres were made on belinlfl of gpecifically
identhied candidates, that amount must be disvlosed on Schedule B, E or F
supporting Ling 23, 24 or 23 of the Datatled Bummary Page a8 appropriate,

Untike previous election cycles, you wilf not receive an additional aotice from
the Commission on this matter, Adequate responses received on or before fhis dete
will be taken imio consideration i determining whether audit action will e mitlated
Reguests Tor extensions of time Ji whick to respond will net be congidered. Fallure
to provide an adeguate response by this date may resuit i 2a andis of the commities.
Faiture to comply with the provisions of the Act may alse result m an enforcement action
against the committes, Any response submitted by your cowminee svild be placed on the
public tecord and will be cousidersd by the Commission pnot 10 taking enforgsment
ation,

------

Repovts Analysis Division) or my local number {22} H%4-1153.
Sincercly, /:. .

S
AR 9

Alizza V. Sagii
Senior Campaign Finance Analyst
299 Reports Anglyzie Division
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